PRINTED BY BHUPENDRALAL BANERJI
AT THE CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY TRESS, BENATE HOUBSE, CALCUTTA

Reg. No. 865B,~February, 1980--A




VEDANTAPARIBHASHA

OF
DHARMARAJADHWARINDRA

With Commentary Paribhashaprakasika

BY

MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA ANANTAKRISHNA SASTRI,
’ Lecturer in Vedanta and Mimamsa, .
v o . .Calentta University

WITH A FOLRLWORD BY
PROF. S. RADHAKRISHNAN, M.A.
King George V Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy,
Calcutta University

“WoimER S
Second Edition -

PUBLISHED BY THE
UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA
1930



NG

ST RATHI
EGEE o R e L S B e

THAAT uforHmETIERTEET FeT
b

T CEIE IS e L eI RHE LS CRISR U LA
Mgaraama @

wfaararaafaanad Sagaad
ST WERTIWAT |



Respectfully Dedicated
To
The Sacred Memory of
The Late Sir ASUTOSH MOOKERJEE,
Sarasw-ati, Sastravachaspati,
In profound admiration of his vast

Oriental Learning.



FOREWORD

Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit N, 8. Ananta Krsna Sastui,

Lecturer in Vedanta and Mimarnsa in the Calcutta University
is well-known to the world of Sanskrit philosophers as the
editor of many classical works in the subjects of his special
study. While his editorial work exhibits careful and aceurate
scholarship, his illuminating introductions show his mastery of
the suhject-matter and insight into the problems of philosophy.
We have the right to exp-ct from one of his long experience
in teaching young students without any previous acquaintance
with the abstruse subjects of Vedanta and Mimarsa, both
+accurate scholarship and ability in luecid exposition. In -“this
. volume Paribhasaprakasikda, we are mnobt disappointed. Mr.
Sastri has laid us all under a deep debt of gratitude by his
new commentary on Pedantaparibhasa.

Dharmaraja’s work (e. 17th century A.D.), is an excellent
manual of Advaita logic and metaphysics. While the author
accepts the conclusions of the Advaita philosophy, he finds it
necessary to use the language of the Nyaya system by the
special circumstances of his time and the society in‘which
he lived. No gsystem of metaphysics can be considered
to be complete, if it does not set forth an adequate logical
doctrine. , There is no doubt that other works on the Advaita
system as Sriharsa’s Khondanakhandakhidya, Citsukha’s
works, Mddhusudana Sarasvati’s ddvaitasiddhi, diseuss logical
problems with great skill and dialectical power but it
is not their intention to give a systematic exposition and
defence of the Advaita theory of knowledge. It is this task
.which the Veddntaparibhasi undertakes. It has eight chap-
ters of which the first six deal with pratyaksa (perception),
anumana (inference), upamana (comparison), agama (seriptural
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testimony), arthapatti (implication) and anupalabdhi (non-
apprehension), respectively. The last two are more metaphy-
sical in character and discuss vigsaya or the subject-matter and
prayojana or the purpose of the investigation. All the more
important problems of the Advaita philosophy, such as the
nature of the pramanas, grades of reality or to be more accu-
rate, unreality, the relation of Brahman, Isvara and jiva, the
nature and status of the world, the relation of maya and
avidya, salvation and the way to attain it, are discussed with
great care and cleverness. Ramakrsna’s Sikhamani is the
well-kn own commentary on it. Amaradasa’s Maniprabha is a
useful gloss on the latber. Asubodhini by Krsnanatha Nyaya--
paficanana, Jivananda Vidyasagara’'s commentary and another
work ¢ Arthadipika’ are other treatises on the subject. All
t_hes'.e are much influenced by the Nyaya logic and Mr. Sastri’s
Paridhasaprokasikd attempts to interpret the Paribhisd more
from the standpoint of the Advaita philosophy.

The Paribhase understands by logic the analysis and
criticism of thought. It takes up the problem of knowledge
and analyses knowledge into its factors of a cognising subject
(pramaty), a content or what of which the subject is aware
(prameya) and a relation of knowledge between the two whiclt
are distinguishable though not separable in it (pramiti). Pra-
mana is the means of knowledge (pramakaranam), by which we
test the validity of knowledge. The main assumptions of the
Nyaya epistemology that self and not-self are sharply Separated
from each other, that consciousness is the result of the causal
action of the not-self on the self and that knoeledge is a
property of the self are disputed by the Advaita Vedanta. On
the Nyaya view the contents of consciousness are purely sub-
jective states of the knowing individual. Events of the world

"1 EB.g., cp. Sikhamani and Prakaéika on the interpretation of the text Anadhigatabidhi-
tartha vigayeka jnénatvam pramitvam,
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of not-self cannot form part of the knowledge which belongs
to the self. Whether we say that the object is taken into
consciousness, or is mirrored in it, or is represented by a sketch
or an outline, whatever view of the relation of knowledge to
its object we may adopt, it becomes impossible for us to be
certain that the world is as we perceive it. So long as the
two are external to each other as one piece of matter is
external to another, we can never be sure that our ideas exactly
represent objects, or that they represent objects at all. If
anything can compare the thought on the one side and the
object on the other, it must be consciousness but such a
consciousness must include both the idea and the object. In
knowledge, the real is not divided into the two, self and the
world. The presupposition of all thinking is the undivided
reality from which subject and object are inferred by a process
of abstraction. Reality in itself, that which is assumed by all
knowledge, the primary fact is Caitanya or spirit. The investi-
gation undertaken by the Paribhasi regarding the nature and
the conditions of knowledge results in the view of the univer-
sality of Caitanya. It is the basis of all things and cannot
therefore be regarded asa thing. Itisnota compound thought
though our world may be composite. The real when thought,
may assume the aspect of a subject related to an object but
this description falls short of the real in itself. Our ideas are
symbols or metaphors describing the nature of reality, though
not one of them is adequate toit. This conclusion of Advaita
metaphysics is well brought out in Mr. Sastri’s work.

The author has used his opportunity to state precisely the
views of the different schools of the Advaita in the course of
his commentary. Any one who reads the work with care will
got a clear idea of the main varieties of the development of
the Advaita school. Mr. Sastrt’s singularly acute mind shows
itself at its best in the critical discussions of textual interpre-
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tations, He reviews Ramanuja’s attempts to interpret some of
the siitras of Badarayana as opposed to Samkara’s teaching.
In so short a space, it is not possible to deal with them at any
length. I may perhaps refer to one or two small things which
are suggestive of the author’s ingenuity. Badarayapa cannot
be regarded as hostile to the Advaita view since he does not
refer to it in the second section of the second chapter which
is devoted to the refutation of the rival systems. The Paifica-
ratra which is sometimes regarded as the main basis of
Visistadvaita is considered in the section. If any inference
can be drawn, it is that the author of the sitra is hostile to
Visigtadvaita (1). The criticism of the Samkhya theory of
cause and effect assumes that, in the opinion of the Satrakara,
cause and effect are vilaksana and not salaksana. So he
cannot support R&manuja’s view since cause and effect, siksma
cidacidvisistabrahma and sthilacidacidvisistabrahma are
salaksana. Ramanuja’s criticisms of the Advaita are discussed
at great length and refuted. The author is at his best in the
last Chapter. He deals in it with the important problem of
the nature of mukti and his fresh and original presentation of
the nature of mukti constitutes an implicit criticism of the
many current views on it. I would specially invite the atten-
tion of the reader to his view that the anekajivavada is the
opinion acceptable to Badariyana and Dharmaraja and that
according to it identity with I§vara and not Brakman is the
end. Identity with Brahman is possible only with «universal
redemption involving, as it does, dissolution of the world,

The author’s style is flowing, his illustrations pertinent
and he maintains lucidity in dealing with the many difficulties
of philosophy and exegesis, I haveno doubt that the book
will be widely used in our tols and colleges where Vedanta
philosophy is studied.

8. R.
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