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Shiva= The Supreme

It is a foregone conclusion in Advaita Vedanta ¥ethnu = Shiva. Why then point to scriptural
passages that extol Shiva (also) as the Supremer® Th one purpose, though not very lofty.
Most Hindus grow up in families that read the Raaray and the Gita, celebrate festivals like
Ramanavami and Gokulashtami, and make a pilgrin@adéupathi. This does not go unnoticed
by some Vaishnavas, who time and again selectively quaescriptures to ‘prove’ that Vishnu
alone is the Supreme, and that Shiva is an ‘infedeity. They (often) go on to claim that
Vishnu is to beexclusively worshipped, suggesting that worshipping Shivaess recommended
in the Scriptures — or worse, that it may actua#ywrong’ to do so! As this issue keeps popping
up repeatedly, this present write-up will (hopefuknd any doubts in that regard.

Only two Scriptures will be cited here, which aceepted by all Hindus — the Mahabharata and
the Yajur-Veda. The English translation of a vessié be supplied first, after which will follow
(in most cases) its Sanskrit transliteratidalNskRRi t anm) in the ITRANS format. The
translation of the Mahabharata by Kisari Mohan Gainlgas been used almost verbatim, with
negligible changes.

Unless otherwise specified, “Shiva” will refer toet Being who resides in Kailasa, has a Blue
Throat, uses Nandi for a vehicle, etc.; and “Vishmull denote the Being who resides in
Vaikuntha, bears the Kaustubha gem, uses Garudavehicle, etc.

If one wants to skip the explicit details and dilgobtain the conclusion, please visit the last
Section V below.
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|. Shiva as Supreme in the Mahabharata

The Mahabharata offers numerous references to Ssvhe Supreme Being. A few examples
are given below, but this is by no means an exhausbmpilation!

1.1 The most obvious instance of Shiva being accepseitie Supreme Deity in the Mahabharata
occurs in the Shiva Sahasranama that is part dilishasana Parva.

The Sahasranama reveals these Titles of the SuBeing:

par aM br ahma = Supreme Brahman

par amaM br ahma = Supreme Brahman

par amAt mA = Supreme Soul

sar VAt mA, sarvabhUt AmA = The Self of All (Beings)

vi shva, vi shvarUpa = One who is (of the Form of) the Universe
| shvara, maheshvara = The (Great) Supreme Lord

sarvaGya = The All-knowing One

These Names in the Sahasranama are unambiguosslyhileg Shiva, as they alhi¢erally never
used in the Mahabharata (or probably any Scriptorafdress Vishnu:

kai | Asagi ri vAsl = One who Resides in Mount Kailasa
nl | akaNTha = The Blue-throated One

nandl shvara = The Lord of Nandi (Shiva's vehicle)
shmashAnachAr|1 = One who Dwells in cremation grounds

The Sahasranama contains many other Names spkgiéipalied to Shiva that are also found in
the Vedic literature on Rudra (more on this later):

hi raNyabAhu = One with Golden Arms

umApat i = Husband of Uma (appedxsice)

pashupati = Lord of living beings (appeatsice)

kRRi ShNapi ~Ngal a = One who is Black-Tawny

Ur dhvar et as = One who is Accomplished in Yogic Celibacy (appgaarce)

One particularly interesting Name:

vi ShNupr asAdi t a = One who is Propitiated by Vishnu!



1.2 Krishna worships Shiva as the Supreme, severalstimehe Mahabharata. The following
narrative is in the Drona Parva, when the most plulv@ashupatastra is requested from Shiva,
who is venerated aybgi nAM par amaM br ahma vyakt aM br ahmavi dAM ni dhi nf
(The Supreme Brahman That is seen by Yogins anBéfigge of the Knowers of Brahman).

“Trident in Hand, Matted Locks on the Head, of Snawehite colour, He was robed in
bark and skin. Endued with Great Energy, His Bodgnsed to be Flaming with a
Thousand Eyes. And He was seated with Parvati aatlyroreatures of brilliant forms
(around Him). And His attendants were engaged nigisg and playing upon musical
instruments, in laughing and dancing, in moving atektching their hands, and in
uttering loud shouts. And the place was perfumetth Wagrant odours, and Rishis that
worshipped Brahman adored with excellent hymnsné&ding glory, That God who was
the Protector of All creatures, and Wielded thee&t)y bow (called Pinaka). Beholding
Him, Vasudeva of righteous soul, with Partha, t@eckhe earth with his head, uttering
the eternal words of the Veda. And Krishna adowth speech, mind, understanding,
and acts, That God who is the First Source of tmévéise, Himself Uncreated, the
Supreme Lord of Unfading Glory: who is the High€stuse of the mind, who is space
and the wind, who is the Cause of All the luminboslies (in the firmament), who is the
Creator of the rain, and the Supreme, Primordi&isgance of the earth, who is the Object
of Adoration, with the gods, the danavas, the ya&stand human being®g/ho is the
Supreme Brahman That is seen by Yogins and the Reja of the Knowers of
Brahman, who is the Creator of All mobile and immobile ahares, and their Destroyer
also; who is the Wrath that burns everything atehe of the Yuga; who is the Supreme
Soul; who is Sakra and Surya, and the Origin of Atributes. And Krishna sought the
protection of That Bhava, whom men of knowledgesirdels of attaining to That which
is called the Subtle and the Spiritual, behold; tTHacreated One is the Soul of All
Causes. And Arjuna repeatedly adored That Deitgwkng that He was the Origin of All
creatures and the Cause of the past, the futudeth@npresent. Beholding those two, viz.,
Nara and Narayana arrived, Bhava of Cheerful Silingly said unto them, ‘Welcome
are ye, ye foremost of men! Rise up and let thgudatof your journey be over. What, O
heroes, is the desire in your heart? Let it berediteuickly. What is the business that has
brought you hither? | will accomplish it and do whaould benefit you. | will grant
everything ye may desire.” Hearing those wordshaf God, they both rose. And then
with joined hands, the faultless Vasudeva and Asxjumoth of great wisdom, began to
gratify That High-Souled Deity with an excellentrhly. And Krishna and Arjuna said,
‘We bow to Bhava, to Sarva, to Rudra, to the Boming Deity. We bow to the Lord of
All creatures endued with life, to the God who ways Fierce, to Him who is called
Kapardin! We bow to Mahadeva, to Bhima, to the €heged, to Him who is Peace and
Contentment. We bow to Isana, to Him who is thetioger of (Daksha's) sacrifice. Let
salutations be to the Slayer of Andhaka, to thééravf Kumara, to Him who is of Blue



Throat, to Him who is the Creator. Let salutatiaa tb the wielder of Pinaka, to One
Worthy of the Offer of libations of clarified butteto Him who is Truth, to Him who is
All-pervading. To Him who is Unvanquished! To Himhwis always of Blue Locks, to
Him who is armed with the Trident, to Him who is@élestial Vision!"

shUl i naM j aTi | aM gaur aM val kal Aj i navAsasam | |
nayanAnAM sahasr ai shcha vi chi t r A~NgaM nahauj asam |
pArvat yA sahi t aM devaM bhUt asa~Nghai shcha bhAsvarai H | |
gl tavAdi t rasahhr Adai st Al al Asyasamanvi tam |

val gi t AsphoTi t ot kruShTai H puNyagandhai shcha sevitam | |
st UyamAnaM st avai r di vyai r muni bhi r br ahmavAdi bhi H |
gopt Ar aM sar vabhUt AnAm ShvAsadhar amachyut am | |
vAsudevast u taM dRRi ShTvA jagAna shirasA kShitim |
pArt hena saha dhar mAt mA gRRi Nanbr ahma sanAt anam | |

| okAdi M vi shvakar mANamaj anl shAnamavyayam |

manasaH par amAM yoni M khaM vAyuM j yot i ShAM ni dhi m | |
sraShTAr aM vAri dhAr ANAM bhuvashcha prakRRi ti M par Am |
devadAnavayak ShANAM mAnavAnAM cha sAdhanam | |

yogi nAM par amaM br ahma vyakt aM br ahmavi dAM ni dhi m |
char Achar asya sraShTAraM prati hart Araneva cha | |

kAl akopaM mahAt mAnaM shakr asUr yaguNodayam |

avandat a tadA kRRi ShNo vA~Nmanobuddhi kar mabhi H | |
yaM prapashyanti vi dvA. nsaH sUkShmAdhyAt mapadai Shi NaH |
t amaj aM kAr aNAt mAnaM j agnat uH shar aNaM bhavam | |

arj unashchApi taM devaM bhUyo bhUyo. abhyavandat a |

j ~nAt vai kaM bhUt abhavyAdi M sar vabhUt abhavodbhavam | |
t at ast AvAgat au sharvaH provAcha prahasanniva |

svAgat aM vAM nar ashr eShThAvut ti ShThet AM gat akl amau | |
ki M cha vAm psitaM vlrau manasaH kShi pranuchyat Am | |
yena kAryeNa sanprAptau yuvAM t at sAdhayAm vAm |
vriyat AmMAt manaH shreyast at sarvaM pradadAni vAm | |

t at ast advachanaM shrut vA pratyutthAya kRRit A~njall |
vAsudevArj unau sharvaM t uShTuvAte mahAmat!| ||

nano bhavAya sharvAya rudrAya varadAya cha |
pashUnAM pat aye nityanugr Aya cha kapardi ne ||
mahAdevAya bhl mAya tryanbakAya cha shanbhave |

| shAnAya bhagaghnAya nano. ast vandhakaghAti ne ||

kumAr agur ave nityaM nll agrl vAya vedhase |

vi | ohi t Aya dhUnr Aya vyAdhAyAnaparAjite ||

ni t yaM nl | ashi khaNDAya shU i ne di vyachakShuShe |



1.3 During the Mahabharata war (Drona Parva), Arjunanders who the Mysterious Being
might be that is slaying the enemies before Arjgraatows strike them! Vyasa replies that It is
Shiva — the §ar val okeshvar a” (Lord of All the Worlds), and Vi shveshvar a” (Lord of
the Universe).

“Vyasa said, ‘Thou hast, O Arjuna, seen Sankarat Hirst Cause from which have
sprung the Prajapatis, That Puissant Being endu#d Great Energy, He That is the
Embodiment of heaven, earth and sky, the Divinal]tite Protector of the Universe, the
Great Master, the Giver of boons, called also Is@naeek the protection of That Boon-
giving Deity, ThatLord of the Universe. He is called Mahadeva (the Supreme Deity), of
Supreme Soul, the One only Lord, with Matted Lodk®n Head), the Abode of
Auspiciousness. Of Three Eyes and Mighty Arms, slealled Rudra, with His Locks
tied in the shape of a crown, and His Body attiregkins...who is armed with Trident;
who is Boon-giving; who Wieldeth the sword and thleield, and who is Highly
Auspicious, who Wieldeth the bow called Pinaka, vishdivested of the battle axe, and
who is the Protector and Lord of the Universe.acpl myself in the hands of That Divine
Lord, That Grantor of protection, That God attiteddeerskins...The person who always
attentively reads or listens to the recitation loik texcellent and auspicious account,
appertaining to battle, of the lllustrious Deitypdahe worships with Devotion That
lllustrious Lord of the Universe, obtaineth all the objects of desire, in conseqaenf
the Three-eyed God being gratified with him.”

vyAsa uvAcha| |

praj Apat | nAM pr at hanaM t ai j asaM pur uShaM vi bhum |
bhuvanaM bhUr bhuvaM devaM sar val okeshvar aM prabhum | |
| shAnaM var adaM pArt ha dRRi ShTavAnasi sha~Nkaram |

t aM gachCha sharaNaM devaM sar vAdi M bhuvaneshvaram | |
mahAdevaM nmahAt mAnani shAnaM j aTi | aM shi vam |

t ryakShaM mahAbhuj aM r udr aM shi khi naM chl ravAsasam | |

tri shU apAN M var adaM khaDgachar madhar aM pr abhum |
pi nAki naM khaNDapar ashuM | okAnAM pat i m shvaram | |
pr apadye sharaNaM devaM shar aNyaM chl ravAsasam | |

chari taM mahAt nano di vyaM sA~Ngr Ani kanmi daM shubham |
paThanvai shat arudrlyaM shRRi Nva. nshcha satatotthitaH ||
bhakt o vi shveshvaraM devaM mAnuSheShu tu yaH sadA |

var Ansa kKAmA. NI | abhat e prasanne tryanbake naraH | |



L4 The title 91 shvara” means the Supreme Lord. In the Anushasana Pafvdahe
Mahabharata, Krishna provides at least two reastrysShiva is thel‘shvar a”.

“Vasudeva said, ‘O mighty-armed Yudhishthira, Iiste me as | recite to thee the many
Names of Rudra as also the High Blessedness ofHligit-souled One. The Rishis
describe Mahadeva as Agni, and Sthanu, and MahasasiOne-eyed, and Three-eyed,
of Universal Form, and Shiva or Highly AuspiciolBecause He is Great (Mahat) and
the Supreme Lord of All (Iswara), therefore He is alled Maheswara..Since He is the
Foremost of All the deities, and since His dominand acquisitions are very extensive,
and since He protects the extensive Universe, fitrerdde is called Mahadeva...If the
Lingam is worshipped, Maheswara becomes highlyifgrdt with the Worshipper.
Affectionate towards His Devotees, He bestows haggs upon Them with a Cheerful
Soul...The Brahmanas always recite the excellena-Badriya in His Honour, that
occurs in the Vedadn. consequence of His Fullest Control over All objets of
enjoyment He is called Iswara (the Supreme Lord oMaster). Since, again, He is the
Master of the vast Universe, He is called MaheswaraThe Whole Universe is
Pervaded by Him in Diverse Forms.™

vAsudeva uvAcha| |

yudhi ShThi ra nahAbAho nahAbhAgyaM mahAt nanaH |

rudr Aya bahur UpAya bahunAmme ni bodha ne ||

vadant yagni M nahAdevaM t at hA st hANuM nmaheshvar am |
ekAkShaM t r yanbakaM chai va vi shvar UpaM shi vaM t at hA | |

| shvar at vAnnahat t vAchcha maheshvara iti snRRitaH ||

devAnAM sumahAnyachcha yachchAsya vi Shayo mahAn |
yachcha vi shvaM mahat pAti nmahAdevastataH snRRitaH | |

I i ~NganevAr chayanti sna yattadU dhvaM samAst hitam ||
pUj yamAne t at ast asm nnodat e sa nmaheshvaraH |
sukhaM dadAti prltAtmA bhakt AnAM bhakt avat sal aH | |

vede chAsya vi durvi pr AH shat arudr | yanutt amam |
ai shvar yAchchai va kKAmAnAM shvar aH punaruchyate ||

maheshvar ashcha | okAnAM rmahat Al shvar ashcha saH |
bahubhi rvi vi dhai r Upai rvi shvaM vyApt am daM j agat | |



[l. Glorification of the Sata-Rudriya in the Mahabh arata

The Sata-Rudriya, commonly known as “Shri Rudram®Rudraprashna”, is a highly revered
Vedic Hymn for Lord Shiva ghankara, shanbhu, mahAdeva, nllagrlva,
tryanbaka, tryAkSha, kapardin, pashupati,...). More than any other prayer
from the Vedas (including the Purusha-Suktam), dmis receives lavish praise multiple times in
the Mahabharata — here are some such instances.

1.1 Krishna confesses that he recites the Sata-Rudvigay morning, and explains how it is the
best way to please Shiva (Anushasana Parva).

“Vasudeva said, ‘I shall recite to thee the gooat thhave acquired and the fame that |
have won through the Grace of That High-Souled (Meeily, | shall discourse to thee
on the topic, after having bowed unto Kapardinking, listen to me as | recite to thee
that Sata-Rudriya which | repeat; with restrained snses, every morning after rising
from bed...O sire, It is Sankara who Created All the cresgun the Universe, mobile
and immobile. There is no being that is higher, @harch, than Mahadeva. Verily, He is
the Highest of All beings in the three worlds.. ferly, when Sankara became angry, the
deities trembled with fear and bent their headslitn. Without being appeased, Rudra
placed on His bow-string a sharp and blazing arf®@holding His Prowess, the deities
and the Rishis became all alarmed. Those foreniagids began to pacify Hindloining
their hands in reverence, they began to recite th8ata-Rudriya Mantras. At last,
Maheswara, thus praised by the deities, became graed.”

vAsudeva uvAcha]| |

hanta te kathayi ShyAm namaskRRi tvA kapardi ne |
yadavApt aM mahAr Al a shreyo yachchArjitaM yashaH ||
prayat aH pr At arutt hAya yadadhl ye vi shAM pate |

pr A~nj al i H shat arudr | yaM t anme ni gadat aH shRRi Nu | |

sha~Nkar astvasRRi jatt Ata praj AH st hAvar aj a~NganmAH | |
nAsti ki ~nchitparaM bhUt aM nahAdevAdvi shAM pat e |
i ha tri Shvapi | okeShu bhUt AnAM prabhavo hi saH ||

tataH praNenur devAst e vepanAnAH sma sha~Nkaram |
punashcha sa.ndadhe rudro dl ptaM suni shitaM sharam | |
rudrasya vi kramaM dRRi ShTvA bhl t A devAH sahar Shi bhi H |
tataH prasAdayAmAsuH sharvaM te vi budhottamAH | |

j epushcha shat arudrlyaM devAH kRRi tvA~njali M tataH |
sa. nst UyamAnast ri dashai H prasasAda naheshvaraH | |



Il.2 Vyasa also speaks highly of the Sata-Rudriya (Dfeava).

“Vyasa said, ‘Many are the Blazing and Terrible masrof This God that men speak of
and Worship in the world. Many also are the NaméJ ruthful Import, of This Deity in
All the worlds. Those Names are founded upon Hisr&uacy, His Omnipotence, and
His Acts.In the Vedas, the Excellent Hymn called Sata-Rudrig hath been sung in
Honour of That Great God called the Infinite Rudra. That God is the Lord of All
wishes that are human and heavenly. He is Omnipcaed He is the Supreme Master.
Indeed, That God Pervadeth the vast Universe.”

vyAsa uvAcha| |

asya dl pt Ani rUpAN ghor ANi cha bahUni cha |

| oke yAnyasya kurvanti nanuShyAH pravadanti cha ||
nAnadheyAni | okeShu bahUnyatra yat hArt havat |

ni ruchyant e mahattvAchcha vi bhut vAt kar mabhi st at hA | |
vede chAsya samAmAt aM shat ar udr | yamut t amam |

nAmMA chAnant arudreti upast hAnaM mahAt manaH | |

sa kAmAnAM pr abhurdevo ye di vyA ye cha mAnuShAH |
sa vi bhuH sa prabhurdevo vi shvaM vyApnuvat e mahat | |

1.3 Sage Upamanyu recounts an incident when Brahmanwiand Indra together worshipped
Shiva, and Indra chanted the Sata-Rudriya in agoraf Shiva (Anushasana Parva).

“The deities were engaged in singing the praisddatiadeva by uttering diverse hymns.
The Grandsire Brahma, uttering a Rathantara, ptadshadeva. Narayana also, uttering
the Jyestha Saman, sang the praises of Bl&alaa also did the same with the aid of
those foremost of Vedic Mantras, viz., the Sata-Rud/am. Verily, Brahma and
Narayana and Sakra — those three high-souled sleitg&hone there like three sacrificial
fires. In their midst, Shone the lllustrious Godiv@hlike the Sun in the midst of His
corona, emerged from autumnal clouds.”

ast uvanvi vi dhai H st otrai rmahAdevaM sur Ast adA | |
brahmA bhavaM t adA st unvanr at hant ar anudl rayan |

j yeShThasAmA cha deveshaM j agau nAr AyaNast adA | |
gRRi Na~nshakraH paraM brahma shat arudr | yanuttanmam | |
brahmA nAr AyaNashchai va devar Aj ashcha kaushi kaH |
ashobhant a mahAt mAnast rayast raya i vAghayaH | |

t eShAM madhyagat o devo rar Al a bhagavA~nshi vaH |

shar adghanavi ni r mukt aH pari vi ShTa i vA. nshumAn | |



[ll. Shiva as Supreme in the Veda

Two Upanishads belonging to the Krishna-Yajur-VedMahanarayana and Shvetashvatara —
equate the Supreme Brahman to Lord Shiva.

[lI.1 Mahanarayana Upanishad.
A series of verses in this Upanishad identify Shivth the Supreme Brahman:

“May we Know or Realize the Supreme Person. Fot, theay we meditate upon
Mahadeva and to that meditation may Rudra Impel us.

May the Supreme who is the Ruler of All Knowled@antroller of All created beings,
the Preserver of the Vedas and the One OverloHirahyagarbha, be benign to me. I am
the Sadasiva described thus and denoted by Pranava.

Salutations again and again to Hiranyabahu [One lvesoornaments of gold on the Arms
or possessing a Form having the golden hue], Haraaiyna [He who is the Source of the
syllables of the Vedas which are as precious ad]gdiranyarupa [He who is shining in
Splendour], Hiranyapati [the Lord of Riches wholesoand charming], Ambikapati [the
Consort of Ambika, the Mother of the Universe], Upata [The Master of Uma, Brahma-
vidya personified as such], Pasupati [the Lord bicheated beings].

Supreme Brahman, the Absolute Reality, has becoma androgynous Person in the
Form of Umamaheshvara, dark blue and reddish brownn hue, Absolutely Chaste
and possessing Uncommon Eyes. Salutations to Himoak who is the Soul of the
Universe or whose Form is the Universe.

All this verily is Rudra. To Rudra who is such we @fer our salutation. We salute
again and again That Being, Rudra, who alone is the.ight and the Soul of
creatures. The material Universe, the created beirsg and whatever there is
manifoldly and profusely created in the past and inthe present in the form of the
world, All that is indeed This Rudra. Salutations ke to Rudra who is such.

We sing a Hymn that confers on us happiness inhtgbest degree to Rudra who is
Worthy of Praise, who is Endowed with the Highesioltledge, who Rains objects to
the worshippers most excellently, who is more Péweand who is Dwelling in the
Heart. Indeed All this is Rudra. Salutations b&talra who is such.”

t at pur uShAya vi dmahe mahAdevAya dhl mahi | tanno rudraH
prachodayAt. h ||

| shAnaH sar vavi dyAnAm shvar aH sar vabhUt AnAM

br ahmAdhi pati r br ahmaNo. adhi pati r brahmA shivo nme astu
sadAshi vom h ||



nano hi raNyabAhave hiraNyavar NAya hiraNyar UpAya

hi r aNyapat aye. anbi kApat aya umApat aye pashupat aye nano namaH | |
RMita{\ m+} satyaM paraM brahma puruSha. n kR*i ShNapi ~Ngal am h |
Ur dhvar et aM vi r UpAkShaM vi shvar UpAya vai nano namaH | |

sarvo vai rudrastasmai rudrAya nano astu | puruSho vai rudraH
sanmaho namo namaH |

vi shvaM bhUt aM bhuvana. n chitraM bahudhA jAta.n j AyamAna. n
cha yat.h |

sarvo hyeSha rudrastasmai rudrAya nanp astu ||

kadr udr Aya prachetase m DhuShTamAya tavyase | vochena

sha. ntama{\ mt} hR‘i de |

sarvohyeSha rudrastasmai rudrAya nanpo astu | |

In the foregoing set afonsecutive verses, the Supreme Brahman is worshipped by thases,
all of which are present in the Shiva Sahasrandwaconspicuously absent in the Vishnu
Sahasranama:

hi raNyabAhu = One with Golden Arms

umApat i = Husband of Uma

pashupati = Lord of living beings

kRRi ShNapi ~Ngal a = One who is Black-Tawny

Ur dhvar et as = One who is Accomplished in Yogic Celibacy

The first three of the Names above occur also m $fri Rudram. Furthermore, Shiva is
constantly calleddmApat i ” and “pashupat i ” in the Mahabharata. One of the eleven Rudras
is “vi r UpAkSha” — the Virupaksha Temple, Virupaksha Linga andugeiksha Cave are all
dedicated to Lord Shiva. The Mahabharata (AnuslzaBanva) relates a story for Shiva attaining
the epithet of Ur dhvar et as™:

“After the wedding was over of the lllustrious ahégh-Souled Rudra armed with the
Trident...the lllustrious and High-Souled Deity wishdo unite Himself with the
Goddess. Thereupon all the deities, penetrated amety, approached Rudra...saying,
‘Thou, O lllustrious One, art of Energy that iselsistible. The Goddess Uma, also is
possessed of Energy that is equally Irresistibhe dtfspring that will result from a union
like this, will, without doubt, O lllustrious Deifybe endued with very great might.
Verily, O Puissant Lord, that offspring will consanall things in the three worlds
without leaving a remnant...Do Thou, with patiencestrain Thy fiery and puissant
Energy! Unto the deities that said so, the Holyhddeva having the bull for His sign, O
regenerate Rishi, answered, saying, ‘So be it!'irggaid so, the Deity that has the bull
for His vehicle, drew up His vital seed. From thiate, He came to be called by the
Name of Urdhvaretas (One that has drawn up thésstd).”



[ll.2_ Shvetashvatara Upanishad.

This Upanishad contains several Prayers to RudnaaShevealed to be the Supreme Divinity.
The first of the following two verses quoted theoef isword-for-word identical to a verse in
the Shri Rudram, while the second is nearly so:

“Lord Rudra, who Dwells on the Mount (Kailas) and wlo Confers happiness, by
That Form of Yours which is not terrible, which will not injure us, and which is
Highly Auspicious, behold and illuminate us.

O Lord who Dwells on Mount (Kailas) and Confersdylass to all! You, who Fulfills
Your vow of Protecting All who serve You and takefi®ge in You; that arrow of Yours
which You hold ready to let fly, Withhold it and M it tranquil and auspicious.”

yA te rudra shi vA tanUr aghor A apApakAshi nl

t ayA nast anuvA shant amayA gi ri shant Abhi chAkashl hi |
yAbhi Shu. n girishanta haste bi bhar Shyast ave |

shivA.n giritra tA n kuru mA hi.nslH puruSha.n jagat |

The tasks of Creation, Preservation and Destructidhe Universe, are all performed by Rudra:

“Rudra is Truly One; for the Knowers of Brahman do not admit the esaste of a
secondHe alone Rules All the worlds by His PowersHe Dwells as the Inner Self of
every living being. After having Created All the rhds, He, their Protector, Withdraws
them into Himself at the end of time.”

eko hi rudro na dvitlyAya tasthu-rya imA nllokAnlshata

I shanl bhi H|
pratya~N janAsti ShThati sa~nchukochAntakAl e sa.nsRMijya vishvA
bhuvanAni gopAH

Rudra is the Ultimate Cause — of the Universe alhth& deities:

“May the All-knowing Rudra, the Basis of the Universgthe Creator of Brahma and the
Devas and Grantor of their powers, Bless us withuspicious intellect.”

yo devAnAM pr abhavashchodbhavashcha vi shvAdhi po rudro mahar Shi H |
hi raNyagar bha. n janayAmAsa pUrva.n sa no buddhyA shubhayA
sa. nyunakt u |



V. Dispelling Myths

This section will debunk commonly held myths amarfgw of the Vaishnavas.

Myth #1: “All Devotees of Vishnu are good people who areasls protected by Vishnu. (While
the same cannot be said about the Devotees of ShyaRavana.)”
Fact: Vritra was an Asura and a great Devotee of Vishibut killed with the help of Shiva.

Event narrated in the Mahabharata, Shanti Parva:

“Yudhishthira said, ‘How great was the love of ugt possessed by Vritranhose
devotion to Vishnu was so great. The status occupyeVishnu of immeasurable energy
is exceedingly difficult of apprehension. How, @& among kings, could Vritra (who
was an Asura) comprehended it (so welbfdw, indeed, was Vritra, who was
virtuous, devoted to Vishnu...vanquished by Indra,O foremost of men?.My
curiosity to hear it is very great.’

Bhishma said, ‘In days of yore, Indra, accompaiugdhe celestial forces, proceeded on
his car, and beheld the Asura Vritra stationed fgefom like a mountain...Beholding
that form of Vritra, which was incapable of beingnquished by the three worlds united
together, the celestial became penetrated withdedrfull of anxiety. Indeed, suddenly
seeing that gigantic form of his antagonist, O kihglra was struck with palsy in the
lower extremities.Then Vrihaspati, the son of Angiras, and those fomraost of Rishis
possessed of great prosperity, beholding the prowsesof Vritra, repaired to
Mahadeva, and impelled by the desire of benefitinthe three worlds, urged Him to
Destroy the great Asura. The Energy of That Illustious Lord of the Universe
thereupon assumed the character of a fierce fevend penetrated the body of Vritra
the lord of Asuras...

When the great Asura or Daitya was overtaken by feaer (born of Mahadeva's
Energy), the deities and the Rishis, filled witly,jattered loud cheers. At the same time,
drums and conchs of loud blare, and kettle drunastabors began to beat and blow by
thousands. Suddenly all the Asuras became affliaiéid the loss of memory. In a trice,
their powers of illusion also disappeared. The Risimd the deities, ascertaining the foe
to be thus possessed, uttered the praises of ladita &nd Isana, and began to urge the
former (to make no delay in destroying Vritra)...

While the Asura was yawning Indra hurled his thubd# at him. Endued with
exceedingly great energy and resembling the fia¢ destroys the creation at the end of
the Yuga, that thunderbolt overthrew in a tricetMriof gigantic form. Loud shouts were
once more uttered by the gods on all sides when liedeld Vritra slain, O bull of
Bharata's race!”



Myth #2: “Vishnu sometimes defeats Shiva in battle (e.gyd3ara episode) — therefore Vishnu
is superior to Shiva.”
Fact: It is due to Shiva’'s Grace that Vishnu wawvery victory!

Vishnu performs intense Penance to obtain the Gva&hiva, upon which Shiva grants Vishnu
the boon to prevail in any battle (including betwdbe two, if such a situation should ever
arise). Vide the Mahabharata, Drona Parva:

“Vyasa said, ‘The Blue-throated God, of InconceieaBoul, that Wielder of Pinaka,
That Divine Lord ever praised by the Rishis, theavey boons unto Vasudeva who
deserved them alThe Great God said,'O Narayana, through My Grace, amongst
men, gods, and Gandharvas, thou shalt be of immeasile might and soul. Neither
gods, nor Asuras, nor great Uragas, nor Pisachas,Gandharvas, nor men, nor
Rakshasas, nor birds, nor Nagas, nor any creatuteég Universe, shall ever be able to
bear thy prowes$No one amongst even the celestials shall be ablevenquish thee in
battle. Through My Grace, none shall ever be able to cause thee pain byé¢agon of
thunderbolt or with any object that is wet or doy,with any mobile or immobile thing.
Thou shalt be superior to Myself if thou ever goesio battle against Me.”

vyAsa uvAcha] |

tasmai var Anachi nt yAt mA nl | akaNThaH pi nAkadhRRi k |
ar hat e devarmukhyAya prAyachChadRRi Shi sa. nstutaH | |
nl | akaNTha uvAcha] |

mat pr asAdAnmanuShyeShu devagandhar vayoni Shu |

apr aneyabal At mA tvaM nAr AyaNa bhavi Shyasi ||

na cha tvA prasahi Shyanti devAsuranahoragAH |

na pi shAchA na gandharvA na nar A na cha r AkShasAH | |
na supar NAst at hA nAgA na cha vi shve viyonij AH |

na kashchittvAM cha devo. api samareShu vijeShyati ||
na shastreNa na vajreNa nAgnhi nA na cha vAyunA |
nArdreNa na cha shuShkeNa trasena st hAvareNa vA ||
kashchittava rujaM kart A nat prasAdAt kat ha~nchana |
api chet samar aM gat vA bhavi Shyasi mamAdhi kaH | |

Moreover, it is Shiva who awards the Sudarshan&@h Vishnu. The Mahabharata, in the
Anushasana Parva, discloses thai ShNoshchakr aM or the discus of Vishnu, is really
“mahAdevavar AchChakr aM — implying that the weapon is a boon of Shiva.

Thus, Vishnu oweall his triumphs on the battlefield to none other thard Shiva!



Myth #3: “It is said that Shiva arose from Vishnu’s angdrence Shiva is inferior to Vishnu.”
Fact: Krishna originated from Shiva.

As mentioned in the Drona Parva of the Mahabharata:

“Keshavais that Devoted Worshipper of Rudra whas sprung from Rudra Himself
Krishna always Worships the Lord Shiva, regardimg ltingam to be the Origin of the
Universe.”

sa eSha rudrabhakt ashcha keshavo rudrasanbhavaH |
kRRi ShNa eva hi yaShTavyo yaj ~nai shchai Sha sanAt anaH | |
sarvabhUt abhavaM j ~nAt VA |i ~Nge. ar chayati yaH prabhum |

Krishna being called r'udr asanbhava” is significant indeed! Thechildren of Shiva are
hailed as such, elsewhere in the Mahabharata. jfasale, the appellation also appears in the
Subrahmanya Sahasranama from the Skanda Purana.jsTsufficient reason to assert that
Krishna has his genesisin Shiva!

Besides, Krishna was born of Devaki, and Rama veas bf Kausalya. When Vishnu being
“born” is not taken as literal birth, why make aeption for Shiva?

There are Vaishnavite texts that eulogize VishnthasSupreme Deity, while the Shaivite texts
do the same with Shiva. However, the Mahabhar&acdedgedoth Deities as the Supreme!

What can be the intent of Veda Vyasa in the Mahadthavhen freely extollingither of these
two Divinities as the Supreme Being?

The answer is given in the next Section:



V. Conclusive view of Vishnu and Shiva in the Scrifres

This self-explanatory piece is from the Shanti Ras¥/the Mahabharata:

“Lord Krishna said, ‘Rudra is otherwise called Keppa. He has Matted Locks on His
Head, and sometimes displays a Head that is baddlotes to dwell in the midst of
crematoriums which constitute His home. He is aséder of the austerest vows. He is
a Yogin of Mighty Puissance and Energy. He is tlestibyer of Daksha's sacrifice and
the Tearer of Bhaga's eyes. O son of Pandu, Rudralds be known to have always
Narayana for His Soul. If That Deity of DeitieszviMaheswara, be worshipped, then O
Partha, is the Puissant Narayana also worshippaah. the Soul, O son of Pandu, of All
the Worlds, of All the Universe. Rudra, again, iy I8oul. It is for this that | always
adore Him. If | do not adore the Auspicious and Bgiving Isana, nobody would then
adore My Own Self. The ordinances | set are folldwey all the worlds. Those
ordinances should always be adored, and it isetber, that | adore them. He who
knows Rudra knows Myself, and he who knows Myselbws Rudra. He who follows
Rudra follows Me.Rudra is Narayana — both are One; and One is dispyed in two
different forms. Rudra and Narayana, forming One Peson, Pervade All displayed
things and cause them to actNo one else than Rudra is competent to grant Meoa,

O son of Pandu.™

shr 1 bhagavAnuvAcha] |

kapardl jaTilo nmuNDaH shmashAnagRRi hasevakaH |
ugravratadharo rudro yogl tripuradAruNaH ||
dakShakr at uhar ashchai va bhaganet r ahar ast at hA |

nAr AyaNAt mako j ~neyaH pANDaveya yuge yuge ||

tasm nhi pU yamAne vai devadeve maheshvare |
sanmpljito bhavet pArtha devo nArAyaNaH prabhuH | |
ahamAt mA hi | okAnAM vi shvAnAM pANDunandana |

t asmAdAt mAnamevAgr e rudraM sanmpy ayAnyaham | |
yadyahaM nAr chayeyaM vai | shAnaM varadaM shi vam |
At mMAnaM nAr chayet kashchiditi nme bhAvitaM nmanaH | |
mayA pramANaM hi kRRitaM | okaH samanuvartate ||
pramANAni hi pUj yAni tatastaM pU ayAmyaham |
yastaM vetti sa mAM vetti yo.anu taM sa hi mAnanu | |
rudro nAr AyaNashchai va sattvanekaM dvi dhAkKRRi t am |
| oke charati kaunteya vyaktisthaM sarvakarnasu | |
na hi nme kenachi ddeyo varaH pANDavanandana |

|| 3T eoTUTHE] ||
I8R: 35|



